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WASHINGTON. .

LTIe SpellLaCllidl Z,00u=-Inile-

[ an-hour alreraft unvelled by

President Johnson at his
press  conference Saturday
was originally developed for
and by the United States
Central Intelligence Agency.

No othier logical conclusion
can be drawn from the evi-
denee so far made public by
the President and supple-
mented by Sen. Richard B.

the Senate Armed Sexvices
Committee. ‘
Two factors in particular

that the new A-11 high-fly-
ing jet alrcraft was developed
as a reconnaisance alrcraft
by the CIA. First, the manu-
- facturer and the plant at

security for five years.
President Johnson diselosed
that *“the Lockheed Aircraft

ter of a spectacular interna-

also developed by Lockheed at
Burbank.

cally developed for and’ by

the CIA.
A-11 in utmost secrecy par-

ment of the U-2 almost. a
decade ago.

|the new . high-altitude . jet .

o

Russell, D., Ga., chairman of -

lead directly to the deduction -

which {4 was built. Seccond,
the fact that the program
has been wrapped in airtight

Corp. at Burbank, Calif., is
the manufacturer of the air- "
craft.” The U-2 reconnaisance -
plane, which became the cen- .

.tional incldent in 1960, was J
And the U-2 was specifi-. .

“The devclopment of the'
. |the plan, but it was indorsed’
“|bf Trevor Gardner, an Alr,
‘Fpree. research official,
) Rlchard M Blssell of
Tehe CIA . V

3 "

alleled the secret develop-:

The funds-for- |
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The CIA -
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' .vcre.included in other allo-
- pations in the Federal budget,

ust as all of the CIA's moniecs
ke disguised in this manner.

froney that made it possible

0 long.

The development of the
upersonie needle-shaped jet
a technological triumph for

lane is, ironically, now being
" uses . other than

President, Johnson an-
ounced that “tests” of the
ew planes were being car-
jcd out at, Edwards Air
'orce Base, Californla. “to
etermine their - capabilitics .
s long-range interceptors.”
he clear implication of this

interceptor but has

possible - to arrive at an

ry of the A-11 and the men.
ho developed “it. The idea
fpr its. predecessor, the U-2,

{9as originally brought to the
ir. Force sby Clarence L.
) lly) Johnson, Lockheed's
Jchief designer, in 1954, The

ir. I"orce at first rejected

t was the use of classified -

0 keep the A-11 secret for

he CIA, evenn though the *

. Premier Nikita .S. Khrush-
- chev revealed he hdd- both .
.plane and pilot. The Paris

as that the plane was not -
riginally desipned as an

By going back a bit, It

curate estimate of the his--

and-

Kelly Johnson solved the
stapgering technical prob-

. lems involved In building a

Jjet plane that could fly above
80,000 feet, beyond.the reach
of Soviet fighter aircraft. By
August, 1955, test models of
the U-2 were in the air and
in 1056 it began a program
of overnights of the Soviet
Union that lasted four years. .
Mr. Bissell ran the progran
for the CIA, and of course
it also had the approval of
Allen W, Dulles, then director
of the intelligence agency,
and of President Eisenhower.

On May 1, 1960, a U-2'

' flown by Francis Gary Pow-
*ers, a CIA pilot, was downed

1,200 miles inside Russia.
Waushington sald it was a
weather plane,- but Soviet.

swnmit meeting, scheduled
for later that month, col-

lapsed.
But at

-Parls President

" Eisenhower pledged that the

overflights of Soviet texrxt.oxy
would not be resumed, a’
pledge that President Ken--
nedy reaffirmed after he took
..oflice in January 1961,

ot

' Therefore, as early as May, .,

-1960, the U-2 had lost its use-
fulness as .2 reconnaissance
plane over the Soviet Union’
(although not over other land
areas.)

President Johnson revealed, -

. however, that the A-11 was
“begun in ‘1359, That was one

year hefors the Powers flight
and the collapse of the sum-,
mit. meetmg at Paus. The

Y . Lot

. launchcd

men who launched the A-11
could not have foresecn the
political events that took
place in 1960.

In 1959 the need {or a faster
version of the U-2 must have
becen spparent to Mr. Bissell.
and Mr. Dulles. Xcelly John-
son had solved the altitude
problem by building the U-2°
to resemble a glider with a
jet engine. Its 80-foot wing- .
spread supported the entire
weight of the aireraft. But

.the plane was reclatively slow-

moving, flying at no more
than 500 miles an hour.
While its great helwht .
would protect it from Russlan
fighters, it would be a sitting
‘duck if and when the Rus-
sians perfected a ground-to-
air misslie. (The CIA, in fact,

_ later concluded that Mr. Pow-

ers’ U-2 had becen downed by

‘& near miss from an SA-I1

ground-to-air missiley In
1959, Mr. Bissell and Mr,
Dulles would logically have
pressed ‘for devclopment of
& supersonic reconnaissance

. aircraft that would not only

fly as high as the U-2, but
much, much {aster. .
Their arguments must have
been persuasive, because the
A-11, program was secretly
under President
Sisenhower. Like the U-2, the -
- new plane was built by Kelly
-Johnson., The A-11" program
" was. continued under Presi-
dent Kennedy, even though
the political pledges by both
Presidents barred its future
-use over Russia. In the in-
texim. as well, the develop-~ -
ment ' 6f secret reconnals-
-sance satellites reduced the
-feliance on reconnaissance
direraft as the sole means |

int.emgence.
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